
 
 
Name: Mr. Sheridon Trepagnier IV  School: Saint Augustine High School 
 
 
Title of Lesson: The Freedom Movement of 1954-1965 

Amount of time required to complete lesson (10 class days, 90 minute block, etc) 
 
Do Now:  Choose a person we discussed from the last class period and in one paragraph describe his 
or her importance to your discussion 
 
Lesson Objective:   
Attitude:  
 Work diligently to complete all class work and homework assignment 
 Hard working, timely, consistent and disciplined young men 
 Practice becoming accurate in finding solutions to their problems 

 Cooperate with the teacher and implement all learning tools to derive solutions to  their 
problems 
 
Knowledge:  
 Understand the facts, leadership, tactics, and effects of various civil rights activities, including 

the Little Rock incident, the sit-ins, the Freedom Rides, the Albany Movement, and the March 
on Washington, Freedom Summer, and Bloody Sunday. 

 Understand the importance of President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and the 
Declaration of Independence as it relates to the Civil Rights Movement. 

 Understand blacks’ changing position in politics through the 1950s and early 1960s. 
 Understand the origins and results of the civil rights movement up to 1965, including the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
• Standard:  
• Benchmark:   
• Grade Level Expectation (GLE): 

Historical Thinking Skills 
• Compare historical periods or historical conflicts in terms of similar issues, actions, or 

trends in U.S. history (H-1A-H1) 
• Analyze change or continuity in the United States over time based on information in 

stimulus material (H-1A-H1) 
• Analyze the point of view of an historical figure or group in U.S. history (H-1A-H2) 
• Debate a historical point of view, with supporting evidence, on an issue or event in U.S. 

history (H-1A-H2) 
• Evaluate and use multiple primary or secondary materials to interpret historical facts, 

ideas, or issues (H-1A-H3) 
• Analyze and evaluate the credibility of a given historical document (e.g., in terms of its 

source, unstated assumptions) (H-1A-H4) 
• Construct a narrative summary of an historical speech or address  

(H-1A-H5) 
Grade Level Expectation (GLE): continued        

  United States History 



• Identify the primary leaders of the Civil Rights Movement and describe major issues 
and accomplishments (H-1B-H15) 

• Evaluate various means of achieving equality of political rights (e.g., civil disobedience 
vs. violent protest) (H-1B-H15) 

 
Anticipatory Set/Essential Question: 
 
 
Materials Required: 
 African American History Textbook by Hines  

• Lecture Outline 
 BOYCOTT (2001) [DVD] 
 The Declaration of Independence (Handout) 
 The Gettysburg Address (Handout) 
 “I Have a Dream Speech” by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (Streaming video and Handout) 

 
Instructional Strategies Used:   

A. Teaching Procedures 
 Probe students for prior knowledge of subject 
 Discuss the students definition of  The Civil Rights Movement  
 Discuss the Civil Rights Movement as it pertains to 1954-1965 
 Discuss the connection between the Declaration of Independence, Gettysburg Address and I 

Have a Dream speech. 
 Ensure lessons are student-centered 

 
B. Formative Checks 
 Oral quizzes 
 Written quizzes and tests 
 Student-teacher interaction 
 Performance assessments  
 Concept check questions 

 
C. Student Participation 
 Share responses 
 Work with peers to derive answers 
 Complete and discuss group activities 

 
D. Closure 
 Review key concepts and require student feedback 

 
 
Assessment: 

I.  Seniors and juniors will be divided into two equal groups to prepare to argue the positive or 
Negative aspects of the question at hand.  RESOLVED: What is the true meaning of, “All 
men are created equal”?  Students will be allowed to use all documents used in class from 
the beginning of the academic year to the present day.  Any additional reference materials 
will have to be cleared by the instructor before use. On the day of the debate a coin will be 
flipped to choose which position each group will argue. 



   
DEBATE RUBRIC 
Debate: 
1) The question is a proposition of value, not policy. Debaters are to develop argumentation on the 
question in its entirety, based on conflicting underlying principles and values to support their positions.  
 
2) In making the decision, the judges (guest teachers) should ask the following questions: 
a) Did the debaters provide a persuasive case? 
b) Did the debaters support his or her position appropriately, using logical argumentation throughout 
and evidence when necessary? 
c) Did the debaters communicate effectively? Speed, word choice, and delivery all count. 
3) Since this is a debate, clash is necessary. It may be direct clash or clash by opposing principles. 
Thus, the debate does not have to match point for point. 
 
4) Good judges make decisions only on what was debated by the students. 
 
5) Judges may not discuss the progress of the debate either with each other or with the debaters. 
 
6) The judges should distance themselves from the content of the debate. Personal values of the judges 
should not influence the decision. 
 
7) The use of computers, electronic storage and retrieval devices, etc is not allowed in rounds of 
Debate, 
. 
Grading Scale 
 
A = 26 – 30 pts. 
B = 21 – 25 pts. 
C = 18 – 20 pts. 
D = 15 – 17 pts. 
F = Below 15 pts. 
 
 
Debate Example 
 

II.  Some Juniors and all Sophomores will be required to required to write a five page double 
spaced research paper on one or two of these topics: 

  
How did the experience of the 1950s differ for white and black Americans? 
 
What was the Montgomery Bus boycott and what events ignited it? 
 
What did the Civil Rights Act of 1957 accomplish? 
 
What were the main provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964? 
 
This assignment will be graded for grammatical errors and content.  Please use MLA writing format. 
 
Grading Scale   A = 94-100 pts.   B = 85-93 pts.   C = 76-84 pts.   D = 70-75 pts.   F = Below 70 pts. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rU974fZQ_h4�


Declaration of Independence 
Here is the complete text of the Declaration of Independence. 
The original spelling and capitalization have been retained.  
 
(Adopted by Congress on July 4, 1776)  

The Unanimous Declaration  of the Thirteen United States of America  

• Free Downloads of Rare Scenes Of Early America's People, Places & Events!  

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political 
bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation.  

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed. That whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these ends, it 
is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation 
on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect 
their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not 
be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are 
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security. --Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their 
former systems of government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated 
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these 
states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.  

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.  

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended 
in their operation till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to 
attend to them.  

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those 
people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable to them and 
formidable to tyrants only.  

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 
depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 
measures.  

http://www.earlyamericanimages.com/�


He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on 
the rights of the people.  

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the 
legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exercise; the 
state remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions 
within.  

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for 
naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither, and raising the 
conditions of new appropriations of lands.  

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary 
powers.  

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 
payment of their salaries.  

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our people, and 
eat out their substance.  

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies without the consent of our legislature.  

He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to civil power.  

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation:  

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:  

For protecting them, by mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they should commit on the 
inhabitants of these states:  

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:  

For imposing taxes on us without our consent:  

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury:  

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offenses:  

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein an 
arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit 
instrument for introducing the same absolute rule in these colonies:  

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms 
of our governments:  



For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us 
in all cases whatsoever.  

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection and waging war against us.  

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
people.  

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, 
desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in 
the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.  

He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high seas to bear arms against their 
country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.  

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of 
our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare, is undistinguished 
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.  

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble terms: our 
repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose character is thus 
marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.  

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to 
time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded 
them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native 
justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow 
these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too 
have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the 
necessity, which denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in 
war, in peace friends.  

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by 
the authority of the good people of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these united 
colonies are, and of right ought to be free and independent states; that they are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the state of Great 
Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as free and independent states, they have full 
power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and 
things which independent states may of right do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortunes and our sacred honor.  

New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton  

Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samual Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry  

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery  



Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott  

New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris  

New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark  

Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, 
James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross  

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean  

Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton  

Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, 
Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton  

North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn  

South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton  

Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton  

Source: The Pennsylvania Packet, July 8, 1776  

The Gettysburg Address 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
November 19, 1863 

On June 1, 1865, Senator Charles Sumner commented on what is now considered the most famous speech by 
President Abraham Lincoln. In his eulogy on the slain president, he called it a "monumental act." He said Lincoln 
was mistaken that "the world will little note, nor long remember what we say here." Rather, the Bostonian 
remarked, "The world noted at once what he said, and will never cease to remember it. The battle itself was less 
important than the speech."  

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in 
Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.  

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so 
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a 
portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might 
live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.  

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. 
The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to 
add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget 
what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they 
who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not 
have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government 
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. 



Martin Luther King, Jr.    -    " Have a Dream" 
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration 
for freedom in the history of our nation. 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to 
millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a 
joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity. 

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, the life of the 
Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One 
hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of 
material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of 
American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come here today to 
dramatize a shameful condition. 

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our republic 
wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were 
signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that 
all men, yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of 
"Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this 
promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred 
obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back 
marked "insufficient funds." 

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are 
insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so, we've come to cash this 
check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. 

We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now. This is 
no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now 
is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and 
desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation 
from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make 
justice a reality for all of God's children. 

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer 
of the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom 
and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning. And those who hope that the 
Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation 
returns to business as usual. And there will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the 
Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the 
foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice emerges. 

But there is something that I must say to my people, who stand on the warm threshold which 
leads into the palace of justice: In the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty 
of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of 
bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and 
discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 
again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. 



The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a 
distrust of all white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here 
today, have come to realize that their destiny is tied up with our destiny. And they have come to 
realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom.  

We cannot walk alone. 

And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 

We cannot turn back. 

There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We can 
never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality. 
We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain 
lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities. We cannot be satisfied as long 
as the negro's basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied 
as long as our children are stripped of their self-hood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating: 
"For Whites Only." We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a 
Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we 
will not be satisfied until "justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream."¹ 

I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some of 
you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. And some of you have come from areas where your 
quest -- quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the 
winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with 
the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive. Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go 
back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and 
ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can and will be changed.  

Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends. 

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a 
dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." 

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and 
justice. 

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.  

I have a dream today! 

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having 
his lips dripping with the words of "interposition" and "nullification" -- one day right there in 
Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white 
girls as sisters and brothers. 



I have a dream today! 

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be 
made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; 
"and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together."2 

This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this 
faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle 
together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free 
one day. 

And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with 
new meaning: 

My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing.  

Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride,  

From every mountainside, let freedom ring!  

And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 

And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. 

Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. 

Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania.  

Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado. 

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California. 

But not only that: 

Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. 

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee. 

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. 

From every mountainside, let freedom ring. 

And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and 
every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of 
God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be 
able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: 

                Free at last! Free at last! 

                Thank God Almighty, we are free at last! 
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